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individuals, without referring to any individual
in particular (rf), provided that in each case such
words tend to provoke a breach of the peace*
Thus, it has been held a libel in criminal law to
write and publish of " certain Jews lately arrived
from Portugal and living near Broad Street,"
that they had murdered a Jewish woman and
her child because the child was begotten by a
Christian, in consequence of which publication,
as sworn to on the affidavits, many Jews in
various parts of the city had been threatened
with death, and had been maltreated (e). Simi-
larly, it was held that criminal proceedings
would lie for imputing that a certain nunnery
was a brothel of prostitution, although no refer-
ence was made to any special individual (/),
and in another case a criminal information was
granted against the proprietor and publisher of
a newspaper for publishing observations defama-
tory of the clergy of a particular diocese, though
no mention was made of any particular clergy-
man (y).

So, too, in some cases there may be a good
defence to an action, on the ground that the words
complained of are true, but this in itself is no
answer to criminal proceedings : there the defend-
ant must be prepared to go further and prove not
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